202	part IV. The Executive
C.
Extradition.
Extradition relates to the surrender by one State to another of
persons who are fugitives from justice. The delivery of the accused
or convicted person is made on the request of the State seeking to
secure the fugitive's person. It is possible for a person accused, or
convicted in his absence, of a crime under the law of State A to be
surrendered by State B, where he resides, as a fugitive criminal from
State A without ever having been present in State A, and this is
true even of a national of State B, if the relevant treaty provides for
the extradition of nationals: The King v. Godfrey, [1923] 1 K.B. 24,
where the court ordered the surrender of a British subject to the
Swiss authorities on a charge under Swiss law of false pretences
alleged to have been made in Switzerland by the partners of the
accused to which he, a resident in England, was an accessory. There
is no formulated rule of public international law on the subject of
extradition, but the need for it is recognised by practically all civilised
States as a matter both of morality and expediency; of morality since
mankind deprecates escape from the consequences of, at all events,
serious crime; of expediency in that no State desires to become a
haven of refuge for the underworld.
Extradition is controlled by two factors, namely (1) statute law
defining the grounds of, and the procedure for, surrender of criminals
and (2) treaties with foreign States. In order to secure the surrender,
both the municipal law and the provisions of the particular treaty
must be satisfied. Thus in The^ueen v. Wilson (1877), 3 Q.B.D. 42,
it was held that section 6 of the Extradition Act, 1870, which provided
that every fugitive criminal shall be liable to surrender must be
interpreted in light of the treaty with Switzerland, which excluded
at that time the surrender by Great Britain and Switzerland of their
own nationals.
No proceedings can be taken unless an extradition treaty has been
concluded with the foreign State which seeks the surrender of the
fugitive, or into whose territory the fugitive has escaped or is shelter-
ing from British justice. ^The Extradition Acts ofJ§7D. tqJ.93^1
which define extraditable offences amTtEe^procedure for surrender,
require that the terms of a treaty be brought into force by means
of an Order in Council, About fifty treaties have been concluded by
the United Kingdom. In some cases there is no provision for the
extradition of nationals of the contracting parties (though it is not
essential that there should be reciprocity in this respect and British
policy is to surrender a national without requiring reciprocity), e.g.
an Italian who is wanted on a criminal charge in this country will not
1 See Counterfeit Currency (Convention) Act, 1935, s. 4.

